
     

INTRODUCTION

The Unpublished Susquehanna Company Papers: Lost and Found ... and Lost Again

   Many folks like to know who their ancestors were and what they did, but when those ancestors 

disappear from written records, researchers often hit a brick wall. For Connecticut ancestors in 

particular the brick wall may be taken down by using the Susquehanna Company Account 

Books. Connecticut land speculators formed and operated this company between 1753 and 1800.

The Company sold shares, later called deeds, to land in northeast Pennsylvania which they had 

bought from the Indians without approval from the Pennsylvania Proprietaries or the 

Pennsylvania Land Office. A series of Account Books contains a record of all deeds from 

original purchasers, called proprietors, through settlers and claimants. 

     My unpublished manuscript titled The Unpublished Susquehanna Company Papers: Lost and 

Found ... and Lost Again will give in more detail the background for my three books on the 

Susquehanna Company and should be a lesson in how NOT to handle significant historical 

records.
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